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ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
EVE OF ASCENSION 
MAY 11, 2024 

Welcome to Advent. Glad you’re here. Everyone is invited to receive 
communion at today’s service. Responses from the assembly are in 
bold. Notes for the assembly are in italics.  A ^ marks when the  
assembly is invited to stand.  

PRELUDE “WE GATHER” 
Blue Binder p. 22 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ^ 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of  your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of  your holy name. Amen. 
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God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been 
saved. In the name of  ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Al-
mighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 
 

GREETING ^ 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the com-
munion of  the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY ^ 

Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in 
your presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all 
the world, and in the end bring everything into your glory, through 
Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN ^ “WHEN IT’S ALL BEEN SAID AND DONE”  
Blue Binder p. 19 
 

READING EPHESIANS 1:15-23 
I have heard of  your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all 
the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you 
as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of  our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of  glory, may give you a spirit of  wisdom 
and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of  
your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he 
has called you, what are the riches of  his glorious inheritance among 
the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of  his power for 
us who believe, according to the working of  his great power. God 
put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead  
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and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all 
rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And 
he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over 
all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of  him 
who fills all in all.  
The word of  the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LUKE 24:44-53 
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words 
that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything writ-
ten about me in the law of  Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 
must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah 
is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that re-
pentance and forgiveness of  sins is to be proclaimed in his name to 
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of  these 
things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; 
so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from 
on high.” 
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he 
blessed them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them 
and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and re-
turned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the 
temple blessing God.  
This is the gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY 
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HYMN “YOU HAVE COME DOWN TO THE LAKESHORE” 
ELW (Red hymnal) #817 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED ^  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who  
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was  
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of  the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of  saints, the forgiveness of  sins, the resurrection 
of  the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION ^ 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us 
pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of  good news.  
After each petition: God of  grace, hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we 
pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resur-
rected and living Lord. Amen. 
 

PEACE ^ 
The peace of  the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
The assembly shares a sign of  Christ’s peace. 
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HYMN ^ “JESUS, NAME ABOVE ALL NAMES” 
Blue Binder p. 25 
 

OFFERING PRAYER ^ 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts 
that we offer here be signs of  your abiding love. Form us to be 
your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true 
vine. Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE AND PREFACE ^ 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 
thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right… join in their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS ^ 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION ^ 
… let us proclaim the mystery of  faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
… now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER ^ 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy  
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not in-
to temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE MEAL 
The assembly is invited to receive communion at the altar rail. Gluten free wafers 
and white grape juice are available. There are no outcasts, no strangers, no un-
welcome guests at Christ’s table. 
 

HYMN “IN THIS FEAST OF LOVE” 
Blue Binder p. 71 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER ^ 
Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and 
nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of  
Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen. 
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BLESSING ^ 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The God of  resurrection power, the Christ of  unending joy, 
and the Spirit of  Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 

 
HYMN ^ “OUR GOD SAVES” 
Blue Binder p. 67 
 

DISMISSAL ^ 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
777 WYCKOFF AVENUE | WYCKOFF, NJ 07481 

(201) 891-1031 | ADVENTLUTHERANWYCKOFF.ORG 
 

A Reconciling in Christ congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

 
 

MISSION 

To grow in faith through worship, learning, and serving together. 
 
VISION 

To inspire, strengthen, and give hope through faith and love. 
 
WELCOME 

We believe God’s love is expansive and unconditional. Through 
Christ, God calls us to love one another as God loves us. We  
celebrate people of  every age, culture, difference of  ability,  
economic circumstance, ethnic background, family configura-
tion, gender identity, race, and sexual orientation. We recognize 
the worth, dignity, and gifts of  everyone as a child of  God.  
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