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ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
ASCENSION 

MAY 12, 2024 
 

 
Welcome to Advent. Glad you’re here. Responses from the assembly 
are in bold. Notes for the assembly are in italics.  A ^ marks when 
the assembly is invited to stand.  

PRELUDE  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ^ 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of  grace, 
our Easter and our joy. Amen. 
We confess to you our selfishness and lack of  love: fill us with your 
Spirit. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith: 
fill us with your Spirit. Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of  trust: fill us with 
your Spirit. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
In the resurrection of  Jesus, God has freed us from the power of  sin 
and death. May the Spirit lead you to believe that God has had mer-
cy upon you, pardoned you from all your sins, confirmed you in all 
goodness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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HYMN ^ “HAIL THEE FESTIVAL DAY” 
ELW #394, vs. 1-2 
 

GREETING ^ 
The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the com-
munion of  the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

GLORIA ^ 
ELW p. 159 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY ^ 

Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in 
your presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all 
the world, and in the end bring everything into your glory, through 
Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
  

SERMON ON THE STEPS  
Children and caregivers are invited to come to the front steps. 
The Small Catechism may be found on p. 1160 on the ELW.  

 

READING ACTS 1:1-11 
[Luke writes:] In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that 
Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day when he was 
taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit 
to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he present-
ed himself  alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to 
them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of   
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God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusa-
lem, but to wait there for the promise of  the Father. “This,” he said, 
“is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the 
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is 
not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 
his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of  the earth.” When he had said 
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of  their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up to-
ward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They 
said, “Men of  Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? 
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come 
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  
Word of  God, word of  life. Thanks be to God. 

PSALMODY PSALM 47:5-8 

God has gone up | with a shout, 
 the Lord with the sound | of  the ram’s horn. 
Sing praises to | God, sing praises; 
 sing praises to our | king, sing praises.  
For God is king of  | all the earth; 
 sing praises | with a song. 
God reigns o- | ver the nations; 
 God is en- | throned on high. 
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READING EPHESIANS 1:15-23 

I have heard of  your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all 
the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as 
I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of  glory, may give you a spirit of  wisdom and rev-
elation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of  your 
heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of  his glorious inheritance among the 
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of  his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of  his great power. God put 
this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule 
and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that 
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he 
has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all 
things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of  him who fills 
all in all.  
Word of  God, word of  life. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ^ 
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GOSPEL ^ LUKE 24:44-53 
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words 
that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written 
about me in the law of  Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scrip-
tures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to 
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance 
and forgiveness of  sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of  these things. 49And 
see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in 
the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he 
blessed them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them 
and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and re-
turned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the 
temple blessing God.  
The gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY 
 

HYMN ^ “SON OF GOD, ETERNAL SAVIOR” 
ELW #655 
 

NICENE CREED ^  
We believe in one God,  the Father, the Almighty,  maker of  
heaven and earth,  of  all that is, seen and unseen.   
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  the only Son of  God,  
eternally begotten of  the Father,  God from God, Light from 
Light,  true God from true God,  begotten, not made,  of  one 
Being with the Father;  through him all things were made.  For  
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us and for our salvation  he came down from heaven, was  
incarnate of  the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary   and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pi-
late;   he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again   in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven   and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.   
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life,  who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified,  who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of   
sins.  We look for the resurrection of  the dead,   and the life of  
the world to come. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us 
pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of  good news.  
After each petition: God of  grace, hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we 
pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resur-
rected and living Lord. Amen. 
 

PEACE ^ 
The peace of  the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  
An offering is gathered for the mission of  the church. Thank you for your  
generosity. New to Advent? Consider placing a communion card in the offering. 
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OFFERING SONG ^   

OFFERING PRAYER ^  
Lord Jesus, As you fed the five thousand from the gifts of  a 
young child, we pray that you will use our gifts, our lives, and 
our praise to feed this hungering world. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 
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It is indeed right… join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS ^ 

DIALOGUE AND PREFACE ^ 
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THE MEAL 
The assembly is invited to receive communion. Gluten-free wafers and white 
grape juice are available. Please place your cup in the bowl as you return to your 
pew. There are no outcasts, strangers, or unwelcome guests at our Lord’s table.  
 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER ^ 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy  
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION ^ 
...we proclaim the mystery of  faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
… one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI 
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HYMN “LOAVES WERE BROKEN, WORDS WERE SPOKEN” 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER ^ 
God of  Life, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son 
to the death of  the cross, and by his glorious resurrection have de-
livered us from the power of  our death: grant us so to die daily to 
sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of  his risen life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS, AND CONCERNS 
Please join us for refreshments. Make a left as you exit the sanctuary. 
 

Godly Play will meet after worship to make snack packs for CFA. 
 

BLESSING ^ 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The God of  resurrection power, the Christ of  unending joy, 
and the Spirit of  Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
 

HYMN ^ “FATHER, WE THANK YOU” 
ELW #478 
 

DISMISSAL ^ 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 


